Thy Kingdom Come: A Kingdom of Forgiveness
Reflect
1. Our God is a God of forgiveness and even more than second chances. How many chances do you give those who you feel have wronged you?
2. What would it look like if God chose only to forgive us as much as we forgive others? 
3. What does it mean to forgive as the Lord forgives? 
Read Your Bible
· Colossians 3:13
· Matthew 18:21-35
Apply God’s Word to Your Life
1. What is your first inclination when someone has betrayed you? Vengeance? Forgiveness?
2. Do you think or feel that you are entitled to forgiveness? From God? From others?  
3. Has there ever been a time when you chose to hold a grudge rather than forgive? 
4. What are some reasons we hold back forgiveness? 
5. What are some ways you have shown forgiveness to others? 
6. Do you feel like you have received forgiveness from God more than seventy-seven times? 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk63330705]Is there someone in your life you have been denying forgiveness? Considering Jesus’ teaching, how should you move forward? 
Conclusion
We have been forgiven much by our Father in heaven. Though we have been forgiven, we continue to need forgiveness from God and others. If God is willing to forgive us over and over, we should be willing to forgive others over and over as well. The unmerciful servant ended up in jail and tortured after not showing the forgiveness that was shown to him. When we hold onto a grudge or hold a debt over another, we are really keeping ourselves in chains as the unmerciful servant did in the parable. It is not our debtors who are tortured, we are the ones with the tortured souls if we choose not to forgive. Though forgiveness can be challenging, we can take an example from Jesus who went to the Cross for us to forgive our sins even as we continue to sin. May we all show love and mercy to those who we feel have wronged us, and may we forgive our debtors as we have been forgiven. This week think of one person you need to forgive and ask the Lord for His help to forgive them. 
Pray
Heavenly Father, there is no way that we could repay the debt that we owe, but You made a way for us through Jesus. Thank You for showing us what true, heart level forgiveness looks like. Help us to be quick to forgive others when we feel we have been wronged. Help us to look to You when we can’t seem to find forgiveness on our own. Release us from anything that may be holding us back from forgiving others so we can live in freedom. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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